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may deny the authenticity of the fact, call it a lie, the result
of imperfect observation, a delusion. We may, more profitably,
consider the new fact as a challenge which compels us to extend
and recast our conception of experience. But, in all three cases,
we retain our essential belief in a consistent universe, and we
shape our conduct according to that belief. A burnt child dreads
the fire, and, on the physical plane at any rate, we soon cease
to reach for the moon.

In its most unassuming form, this belief, the substratum of
our thought and action, is called common sense. As it grows
definite and conscious, it assumes the status and dignity of
"human reason." Organized into a doctrine, its name is Ration-
alism. Reason is the authority which Classicism recognizes as its
guide, Boileau, the lawgiver of Parnassus, insisted that we
should not merely obey, but also love reason $ and that our
writings should derive from that source alone their charm and
their worth. Imagination is valid, passion is legitimate, only
when submitted to the control of sovereign reason.

Unruly, lawless> are terms of unequivocal condemnation 5
but it must be noted that the classicists, while insisting on law,
do not submit to arbitrary rule. The ultimate authority is
reason itself, which the intermediate authorities, in Church,
state or art, are bound to follow. The true classicists never
preached the servile doctrine of obedience for obedience's sake.
Even their religion was in accord with reason: Fideism> which
denied the possibility of such an accord, has been condemned
as a heretical tendency; and St. Thomas Aquinas was able to
present the data of Revelation in the terms of human philos-
ophy. If the Classical Age accepted the divine right of kings,
it was as a reasonable hypothesis, not as a mystic intuition.
And Aristotle's long dictatorship in literature was not founded
on an unreasoning Magister Dixit* "I believe these rules to
be true," said Corneille with great definiteness, "not because
they are found in Aristotle, but because they are in agreement
with human reason." It must be admitted that this sane and
robust spirit, evident in the masters, is dimmed in the disciples